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February 21, 2023 

Written Testimony from Kate Ericson, Executive Director, LEARN 

Dear Senator Maher, Representative Linehan, Senator Seminara, Representative Dauphinais, and 
distinguished members of the Committee on Children. I am writing to request your support in 
passing SB 1047, AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF EARLY CHILDHOOD TO 
ENTER INTO CERTAIN CONTRACTS.   

LEARN is southeastern Connecticut's regional educational service center (RESC). As a RESC, we 
pursue equitable and just systems of education, build the skills and knowledge of the educational 
community, and design innovative, efficient, and effective programs, services, and solutions. We work 
in collaboration with our member districts and in partnership with our five sister RESCs in Connecticut. 
Together, Connecticut’s RESCs form an alliance that supports the needs of all school districts, children, 
and families in the state.  

As a member of the RESC Alliance, LEARN provides early childhood services to local and regional 
boards of education, School Readiness programs, childcare centers, group childcare homes, and family 
childcare homes. For many years, the RESC Alliance has worked in partnership with the CT Office of 
Early Childhood (OEC). The RESC Alliance and OEC partnership supports the state’s early childhood 
educators so that they may provide high quality services directly to young children and their families. 
SB 1047 addresses a barrier that hinders our efforts to deliver support to these early childhood 
educators and therefore causes service delays for children and families. Through this legislation, the 
OEC will be allowed to expeditiously enter certain contracts to ensure services will be delivered in a 
timely manner without disruption. This simple act will strengthen the system of care for our youngest 
learners.  

By supporting and passing SB 1047, you support a more efficient and effective contracting process that 
benefits Connecticut’s children, their families, and the early childhood educators serving this vulnerable 
population. Thank you.  
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